PREFACE.

A portion of the first part of the present work on
Indian Waders and their allies appeared in the form
of articles in "The Asian" newspaper, and I am
indebted to my friend Mr. W. S. Burke, then editor
of that journal and acting for the recently-deceased
proprietress Mrs. Targett, for permission to reproduce
them; and I am under a similar obligation to him
with regard to most of the matter contained in the
second part of the work, this having appeared in his
well-known journal "The Indian Field."

I must also acknowledge my indebtedness to
the Fauna of British India bird volumes, most es-
pecially in the matter of the vernacular names of the
birds dealt with; and it is my hope that many people
may find in this small publication an efficient intro-
duction to that monumental work. At the same time,
I may mention that a good deal of new information
as to colours of "soft parts" (bill, feet, etc.), occur-
rences, etc., is embodied in the present book, so. that
I trust others than beginners will find it useful.

London,  1906.                                       F.  FINN.